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The Fight Against Illegal & Irregular Betting:

IOC’s Actions to Date

Introduction 

Irregular and illegal betting, like doping, attacks at the very foundations of sport. It erodes the integrity and credibility of sport and jeopardizes its healthy development.

But what exactly is “irregular” and “illegal” betting? 

· Irregular betting refers to suspicious betting patterns that occur with legally registered betting operators. Such activity can be monitored by sports organisations. 

· Illegal betting refers to activities undertaken by betting operators that are not officially licensed. Only government and police authorities have the mandate and the necessary instruments to tackle this particular scourge. 


Betting on sport is not negative in and of itself. Legal betting is one way the public can demonstrate its attachment to sports and athletes and the services offered by national lotteries and private operators are one of the main means of financing sport in many countries. The problem occurs when betting leads to the manipulation of competitions.

The International Olympic Committee first took preventative measures to tackle the problem in 2006. These measures can essentially be broken down into three categories: Safeguarding, Awareness, and Collaboration. 


Safeguarding the integrity of the Olympic Games:
2008 (Beijing Games): 

· IOC monitors betting activities at the Olympic Games for first time using the Early Warning System (EWS) established by FIFA

· Clause added to athlete entry form obliging them and their entourage to abstain from betting on the Olympic Games

· All events monitored, no irregular patterns discovered

2009: 

· IOC supports the establishment of International Sports Monitoring (ISM) to monitor betting activities at future Olympic Games 

· ISM’s services also made available to International Federations for their events
2010 (Vancouver Games): 

· Clause added to athlete entry form obliging them and their entourage to abstain from betting on the Olympic Games

· ISM monitors all events for suspicious betting activity in conjunction with over 300 legal betting companies. No irregular patterns discovered 
2012 (London Games): 

· ISM to monitor all betting activities on events of the London 2012 Olympic Games

· IOC already working closely with the London organisers and the UK Gambling Commission to develop a joint strategy to combat irregular and illegal betting during the 2012 Games


Raising awareness among the Olympic Movement:
2006: 

· Amendment to IOC Code of Ethics forbids all participants in the Olympic Games from betting on Olympic events 

December 2007: 

· IOC Executive Board discusses the topical matter of betting in sport

· Lord Condon, Chairman of the Anti-Corruption and Security Unit at the International Cricket Council, shares his insights

· Executive Board decides to share rules and experiences with sports federations, especially in the area of monitoring 

2008: 

· IOC begins raising awareness of the issue among the more than 200 National Olympic Committees and International Federations ahead of the Beijing Games, e.g. at the Chefs de Mission meetings for NOCs 
24 June 2010:  

· The IOC organises its first seminar on the challenges inherent to betting for the Olympic Movement. Participants include betting operators and government experts. Seminar results in a set of recommendations addressed to the IOC, NOCs and IFs in the areas of regulation, education and prevention, monitoring and collaboration with governments
Ongoing: 

· IOC encourages Olympic Movement stakeholders to adopt rules forbidding irregular and illegal betting and develop educational and prevention plans


Collaboration with public authorities:
October 2009: 

· Olympic Congress calls on governments to “recognise that close collaboration and action in the fight to put an end to illegal and irregular betting and match fixing is essential, both to Olympic-accredited events and to the wider world of sport competition”
24 June 2010: 

· First seminar organised by IOC on sports betting results in a set of recommendations that call for closer collaboration with governments and police investigation agencies
1 March 2011: 

· As a follow-up of the recommendations of the 24 June event, the IOC organises its first working meeting with governments and international organisations on the topic of combating irregular and illegal betting. Objective is to join forces, share knowledge and set up a permanent system of information exchange.
